PMAC MINI-GRANT PROJECTS – June 2016
In partnership with Northeastern University, the Southwest Corridor Park’s Parkland Management Advisory Committee (PMAC) and the Southwest Corridor Park Conservancy  are offering several small mini-grants to community organizations and schools to summer projects in and around the park for youth and families.   The mini-grant initiative seeks to support arts, history, nature study, sports and recreation and other youth and family programming in the Southwest Corridor Park while building community awareness and interest in the Southwest Corridor Park. 
Projects to be funded include the following: 

IBA-Inquilinos Boricuas en Acción

As part of their “What is Community?” theme, third and fourth grade students in IBA’s summer program will take weekly field trips to the Southwest Corridor Park and will produce and print a student-created book about the Southwest Corridor Park.  

United South End Settlements Children’s Art Center

The Children’s Art Centre (CAC) of United South End Settlements will host two “Paint in the Park” events this summer in the Southwest Corridor Park as a part of the Vacation Arts Program, in which 40 youth participants will have their own canvas and choose their favorite part of the park to paint.

South Street Youth Center

Teens in the South Street Youth Center program will learn photography skills and will show their work in their end-of-summer showcase.  Summer photography projects will include sports and nature photography hosted in the Southwest Corridor Park.   

Bits and Flows / Dorchester Youth Collaborative 

Youth will produce a video about the history and significance of the Southwest Corridor Park.  The video will include interviews with youth and with people who were involved with the early history of the Southwest Corridor Park. 
Bromley Heath Tenant Organization (Youth & Family Committee)

Primary care providers and their children from the MC Hailey Apartments (Bromley Heath) will explore the Southwest Corridor’s walking paths, playgrounds and spray pools from Heath to Minden and Green Street while also participating in a walking/ aerobic exercise program. 

Unitarian Universalist Urban Ministries / Roxbury Youth Programs 

Summer jobs program students will explore “Roxbury Connections” throughout the summer, with a focus during one of the weeks on the Southwest Corridor Park.  Students will learn about the history of the Southwest Corridor Park and will do short interviews of people on the bike path to learn about its significance to them.  Students will host a variety of "art stations" for people to offer greetings and positive messages to other riders/walkers.  Students will keep tabulation and report on the number using the resource and will share statistics and videos via social media.

Metro Boston Alive / Real Kidz Boston (Bromley Heath) 

A collaborative of volunteer organizations provides lunch and arts and crafts daily during the summer in the Anna M. Cole Community Center, within Bromley Heath (MC Hailey Apartments) adjacent to the Southwest Corridor Park and the Lorber Playground.  This year, some of the children are participating in a children’s garden project in the Southwest Corridor Park.  To build on the gardening theme, the program will add a “plants and gardens” theme for the arts and crafts projects during the summer lunch program. 
